
Bracelet Reflection—Debriefing 2017 

A Tale of Two Cities 

On March 14th, 2017 we simulated bracelet production in a Command 

economy and in a Market economy.  Some classes did not get to actually 

participate due to the change in the daily schedule.  Follow this re-cap and 

answer the 7 questions to the best of your ability to complete this 

assignment for Friday’s notebook check.   

 

One side (Command) got limited resources and very strict and specific 

instructions for producing bracelets.  They were given poor equipment and 

very limited resources to produce bracelets that were very specific in 

construction requirements:  8.5 inches by 2 inches.  Their incentive was to 

produce 6 quality bracelets and be rewarded with one token for each team 

member if they produced those bracelets. 

 

On the other side of the classroom (Market), the students were allowed 

access to more and abundant resources to produce their bracelets as well as 

better and more efficient tool for production.  They were allowed to make 

bracelets as they saw fit. Their incentive was also different:  They got paid 

for each bracelet produced at the table 1 bracelet was awarded 1 token 12 

bracelets were awarded 12 tokens, etc.  

 

Please Re-read the introduction 3.1 to Chapter 3 in Econ Alive p. 37-38. In 

your notes I want you to write a recap of your experiences during this 

simulation.  Each student was allowed to buy or receive at least one 

bracelet from their production experience.  Please tape this bracelet along 



with some money into your spiral notebooks as artifacts of that experiment 

and answer the following questions regarding your experience. 

1. What were you supposed to do during this experiment? Which 

system were you working under? 

2. How did you feel during this experiment?  Were you motivated to 

produce?  Why or why not? 

3. Was payment an INCENTIVE or NOT an INCENTIVE in your 

system?  How about across the room? 

4. What was happening on the other side of the classroom?  How did 

that make you feel? 

5. Compare and Contrast the experience that you had and the 

experience that you saw happening on the other side.  Which side 

was happier?  Which side was more productive?  Which side 

made better products?  Which side generated more money? 

6. Which system would you prefer to live in and why? 

7. How did this activity relate to the Introduction 3.1 from your 

reading? 

Please write the responses in your economics spiral notebook come up and 

get a bracelet or two and tape your bracelet into the notebook as an artifact 

of this experience. 

 

 


